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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10/07/2005 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in conciition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1-2 and 4-17 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 3_ is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 07 October 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-1 52. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Regarding claim 8, the phrase "possibly" renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1-2, 4-14, and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Holshausen (5,824,957). 

In regards to claim 1, 

Cable-routing device comprising links that are open at the ends (Fig 15-16 item 
80), joined together in pivoting fashion and can be angled relative to each other 
in at least two directions, said links being arranged one behind the other in the 
longitudinal direction of the cable-routing device (Fig 18) and forming at least one 
guide channel (96 and 98) by means of guide elements (82) located radially 
outwards, where tensile force-absorbing pivoting joints are located between links 
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joined together in pivoting fashion within the cable-routing device and the linl<s 
each display corresponding joint elements (ball and socket joints), characterized 
in that at least one pivoting joint is designed in such a way that, in order to form 
and/or disconnect the pivoting joint, the respective links and/or joint elements to 
be joined to one another and/or disconnected from one another can be joined 
and/or separated in a direction that encloses an iangle relative to the longitudinal 
axis of the cable-routing device (one of ordinary skill in the art is able to see that 
the joints are connected and disconnected at an angle relative to the longitudinal 
axis as an angle relative to the longitudinal axis encompasses all angles to 
include 0° to 360*^). 

In regards to claim 2, 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 1 , characterized in that the joint 
elements of links joined together in pivoting fashion can be designed as a joint 
body, particularly a joint ball (92), and a joint body receptacle, particularly a ball 
socket (88). 

In regards to claim 4, 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 2, characterized in that the joint axes of 
one or both joint elements are transverse to the longitudinal axis of the cable- 
routing device (fig 18). 
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In regards to claim 5, 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 1 , characterized in that the joint 
elements are each supported by a support and the supports of the two joint 
elements of a link are offset relative to each other in a direction perpendicular to 
the longitudinal axis of the cable-routing device (seen in below figure). 




Support 



Fig 1 : Altered version of Holshausen (957) - Fig. 18 



In regards to claim 6. 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 1 , characterized in that the pivoting joint 
is a snap-in connection (claim 2). 



In regards to claim 7, 
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Cable-routing device according to Claim 2, characterized in that at least one 
recess is provided adjacent to a receiving opening for the joint body in the joint 
body receptacle, extending in its longitudinal direction at least partially around the 
circumference of the receptacle (1 12). 

In regards to claim 8, 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 1 , characterized in that links are 
provided that are provided with at least one brace (94), extending transverse to 
the longitudinal direction of the cable-routing device and possibly bearing a guide 
element, and in that the brace displays at least one opening (seen in below 
figure) extending in the longitudinal direction of the cable-routing device, which 
can optionally serve to accommodate a line or other device within the cable- 
routing device. 
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Fig 2: Altered version of Holshausen (957) - Fig. 18 
In regards to claim 9, 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 8, characterized in that the brace is 
designed as a base (Fig 16). 

In regards to claim 10. 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 1 , characterized in that the links each 
display only one guide element, which extends at least around almost the entire 
circumference of the cable-routing device (82). 



In regards to claim 11, 
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Cable-routing device according to Claim 2, characterized in that the joint body 
receptacle is provided with an opening (112), into which a tool for disassembling 
the joint body can be inserted. 

In regards to claim 1 2, 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 1 1 , characterized in that the opening 
displays a shoulder (seen in below figure), a distance away from the inside of the 
joint body receptacle, against which a tool can be positioned in the manner of a 
lever. 



100 




9id 



s 



Shoulder 



Fig 3: Altered version of Holshausen (957) - 
In regards to claim 13. 



Fig. 16 
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Cable-routing device according to Claim 1, characterized in that links are of one- 
piece design (element 80 is of unitary design - column 6 - line 42). 

In regards to claim 14, 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 1 , characterized in that the links form a 
tubular section that is closed around the entire circumference (Fig 15-17), apart 
from at least one slit-type opening extending over the entire length of the link 
(100), where appropriate. 

In regards to claim 16, 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 1 , characterized in that at least one, or 
all, of the pivoting joints can be disconnected independently of other pivoting 
joints, completely disconnecting the cable-routing device(allow for additional 
elements to be inserted into the chain at any point - column 7 lines 2-3). 
One of ordinary skill in the art knows that if links are capable of being added to 
any point in the chain then links are also capable of being disconnected at any 
point in the chain. 

In regards to claim 17, 

Cable-routing device according to Claim 1 , characterized in that at least one 
guide element of a link displays at least one, preferably closable, opening (100) 
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or predetermined breaking point for radially inward insertion of a tool into the 
cable-routing device for disconnecting at least one pivoting joint of the link. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made, 

6. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable Holshausen 
(957) in view of Lockwood (6,042.1 55). 

The references as applied above teach all the limitations except for the links 
display a rotationally symmetrical envelope and end areas, overlapping in the 
longitudinal direction of the cable-routing device, that are designed as spherical 
cap-like sections. 

Lockwood (6,042,155) teaches links displaying a rotationally symmetrical 
envelope and end areas, overlapping in the longitudinal direction of the cable- 
routing device that are designed as spherical cap-like sections (Fig. 1-2). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine the teachings of Lockwood (155) with the teachings 
of Holshausen (957) to form a continuous conduit (containment device) for 
carrying wires as taught by Lockwood (155) (column 2 - line 13). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 3 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Blase (6,427,980) teaches a cable guide comprising a plurality of guide links that 
are capable of pivoting relative to one another (abstract). Blase (980) further 
teaches the guide absorbing the tensile force acting in the longitudinal direction 
(abstract). Blase (980) teaches the tensile force-absorbing elements may be 
designed as snap elements (column 2 - 1^* paragraph). Blase (980) further 
teaches in order to disconnect adjacent guide links in the region of the tensile 
force absorbing elements, the guide links can be designed to pivot about an axis 
parallel to the pivoting axis (column 3 - 4*^ paragraph) 

Communication 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David M. Sinclair whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
5068. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 7:30-5, alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CHARLES D. GARBER can be reached on (571) 272-2194. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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